
Sadly for the Accies this week three from three wasn’t to be, as they suc-
cumbed to their first defeat of the season, away at early league leaders – and 
strong adversary from last season – Newton Stewart. It was a frustrating after-
noon particularly for our back line who unfortunately struggled to get a foot-
hold in the game and provide the extra spark that perhaps would have flipped 
this incredibly tight affair on its head. “There were far too many errors when 
we had the ball in attack—weak carries, poor decision making at times and a 
general lack of communication is perhaps what cost us in a match of such small 
margins. We need to start playing more as a team and less as individuals if we 
want to continue to compete for promotion this season – specifically in games 
against other teams who we know will be up there come the end of the season,” re-
marked an admittedly harsh Rory Couper who as team coach will always be looking to 
pin point the negatives from within a performance to make sure any issues are ironed 
out before our next game. It wasn’t all doom and gloom however, our lineout and 
scrums continued to cause problems for the opposition and our defence is looking im-
pressively solid so far. We also come away from a difficult away journey with a losing bonus point despite not being at our 
best – actually scoring 13 points against a team who had previously only surrendered seven (from two previous games). We 
perhaps may even have escaped with a win as at one point the Accies may have felt slightly aggrieved not to have been 
awarded a penalty try. Hopefully this result will just be a blip after what has been an impressive start to the season – and 
the big blue machine remains firmly on a destructive course! Man of the match was awarded to try scorer Gordon Telfer 
who was the pick of the bunch from many who impressed from the forward pack in Accies blue – his work rate was never in 
question and his carries caused chaos for Newton Stewart on a number of occasions. 

Point Scorers: S. Lewis (8), G Telfer (5) 

Final Score: Newton Stewart 17-13 Accies 

Accies 1st XV RFC Vs Orkney Sat 22th Sept  

Sep 20th 

         Accies 2nd XV Vs Irvine 2nd XV , Sat 22nd Sept 

1st XV Tennents National League Division 3          

Pos Team P W L D F:A Diff. TB LB Points 

1 Newton Stewart RFC 3 3 0 0 88:20:00 68 2 0 14 

2 West of Scotland FC 3 3 0 0 92:74 18 2 0 14 

3 Gordonians RFC 3 2 0 1 112:40:0 72 3 0 13 

4 Ardrossan Academicals RFC 3 2 1 0 84:32:00 52 2 1 11 



Ardrossan Accies Minis travelled to Cartha RFC in Glasgow for second tournament in a 
row on Sunday 16 th September. It was a huge affair with teams from Bishopton, Cum-
nock, Greenock, Helensborough and Paisley also along for a fine day’s rugby. The weath-
er was a little damp, but spirits were anything but that as the kids once again did them-
selves, their parents and the local area proud thanks to their wholehearted effort. P4/5 
joined up and took on their opposition in 5 matches, winning 2 and losing 3. However, 
they delighted their coaches with their rapid improvement from just 1 week prior. Every-
thing was better on the day – the tackling, the passing, the communication and therefore 
– the scoring of tries. They left the tournament feeling happy, confident and with a hun-
ger for more rugby. The stars of the day were the tough tackling Rudi Preesapati, the try-
scoring hero Fraser Rodger and making a huge impact on his debut, Riley Anderson. In addition, 
Rory Smith was the general directing the troops on the field, thoroughly deserving a star of the 
day. P6 played some fine rugby, utilising the wider channels when they could, without ne-
glecting the direct route up the middle when needed. They drew 2, lost 2 and won 1 game, with 
margins consistently being tight. Stars of the day were twins Adam and Luke McDowell for their 
powerful running, Stuart Johnstone for his nifty footwork on the wing and Leo Gallanach who punched well above 
his weight in the rough and ready world of rucking. Again, the Accies coaches were impressed with the progress 
made by the team from one week to the next. P7 enjoyed a wonderful afternoon’s rugby, running through the event 
unbeaten until their fifth and final game. In particular, their victory against top-performers Cumnock was a sight to 
behold, with the youngsters defending like lions and putting every scrap of physical and mental energy into out-
witting their opponents in attack. The stars of the day were the impressive Bradley Jagger, who scored 11 tries in 5 
games in only his third week of rugby! Accies stalwart Calum Davies was another young man in great form as was 
Logan Dick, who bulldozed his way through the defence to score several tries. They were joined by Ronnie Robertson 
who combined pace, power and determination to help his team along. It was a great day for the club and of course, 
for the children themselves, as the smiling faces pictured will testify. 

 

This was a hard one to take for the young Accies side as missed opportunities came back to 
haunt them as they narrowly lost out to visiting side Newton Stewart at the Memorial Fields. 
The Accies stuck to their game plan and put training into practice impressively in stages with 
quick line speed in defence putting great pressure on their opponents and forcing a number of 
mistakes and turnovers. However, sadly this organisation went out of the window when we 
got into the opponents 22 with depth lacking – resulting in a number of handling errors and 
missed opportunities and leaving this good territory empty handed. The game’s star players 
were Ben Langan – who was a constant opposition nuisance at ruck time and found himself at 
the centre of a lot of turnovers in the Accies favour. Logan Noonan was also a driving force in 
defence – making sure there were no slackers and everyone was pushing up with incredible line speed and not giving the 
opponents a second to think. As well as these two players Coach Campbell felt Ben Rodgers, James Reid and Joe McHugh all 
put in star performances. This just goes to show how unlucky the young guns were and once these mistakes are ironed out 
in training they will be a forced to be reckoned with in this coming season! 

 
Contact : rugbydev@ardrossanrugby.com 

Stewartry U16 Vs Accies U16 Sun 16th  


